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Zebra Technologies Unveils Industry’s First UHF RFID  
Gen 2 Card Printer/Encoder and Zebra-Designed Media 

 
New Zebra R3i and R4i card printer/encoders and Zebra-designed supplies offer high performance 

combined with flexibility, ease of use and optimal versatility for value-driven applications. 
 

Vernon Hills, IL, Jan. 8, 2008 ─ Zebra Technologies (NASDAQ: ZBRA), a global leader in 

specialty printing and automatic identification solutions, announces the launch of its Zebra R3i and 

R4i UHF RFID card printer/encoders, a new RFID product series designed to save time and costs, 

while heightening security in a host of auto-identification, access control and asset tracking 

applications. The company is also offering genuine Zebra-designed supplies – rugged, flexible UHF 

RFID-enabled plastic cards for single-sided or dual-sided card printing. The RFID card printers are 

now available in North America, with global release scheduled for early 2008.  

 

“We are pleased to once again be the first in the industry to develop an innovative solution that 

delivers business value and meets our customers’ auto-identification and tracking needs,” states Steve 

Park, Zebra vice president and general manager for RFID. “Designed and engineered jointly by our 

RFID and card printing business units, the new card printer/encoders offer the longer read ranges and 

unique identification capabilities of RFID technology that will allow enterprises to add higher levels 

of security and authentication to their new or existing RFID infrastructures.”   
 

epcSolutions, Inc., a leading provider of RFID solutions for supply chain management and asset 

tracking, was one of the Zebra partners engaged in testing of the new Zebra R3i and R4i RFID 

printer/encoders. Kevin Kail, president and CEO of epcSolutions notes: “Zebra, in being first-to-

market with an RFID card printer/encoder, is the only hardware vendor with a complete suite of 

products for the ‘Internet of Things’ where RFID tags can be created for tracking virtually any asset 

in an organization. This is a transformational product because of its excellent performance, deep 

functionality and clean, easy-to-use design – plus it has all of the quality and reliability we have come 

to expect from Zebra.”  

--more-- 
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As a result of the testing, epcSolutions has already developed four applications for use with the Zebra 

RFID card printer/encoders. Part of the company’s GS1 “Any Asset, One Network” solution, these 

applications include fixed asset tracking, work-in-process, finished goods/inventory, and access 

control (people tracking). 

 

Zebra R3i and R4i RFID Card Printers: Broad Capabilities, Optimal Flexibility 

 

Zebra’s new UHF RFID card printer/encoders are suitable for transponder types: EPC Class 0; EPC 

Class 1, Gen 1; EPC Class 1, Gen 2; ISO18000-6b and 6-c; and others. Available in two sizes, the 

card printer/encoders feature 4 MB image memory standard, a 16-character LCD display, and an 

innovative angled, high-capacity card feeder for faster throughput and fewer rejections. They are 

designed for use with Zebra-designed form factors, and are also compatible with cards provided by 

other solution providers. Product options include a magnetic encoder, and built-in Ethernet capability.    

 

The card printer/encoders are ruggedly built, fast and easy to use. The Zebra R4i model can print as 

many as 130 single-sided, full-color cards or 102 dual-sided, full color cards per hour. They deliver 

clear, vibrant color printing and print resolution of 300 dpi.  

 

Potential applications and benefits of the new RFID card printer series are wide-ranging and include: 

• Tracking and tracing of work-in-process, tools, equipment, and reusable assets (such as 

drums, totes and containers) to save costs on repeated purchase of RFID tags/labels. 

• Vehicle and fleet tracking to provide fast, accurate information about transport time, dwell 

time, entry and exit times for easier management of transportation and logistics. 

• Tracking of people at entrances and exits in high security premises – such as enterprises, data 

centers, government and healthcare facilities – to heighten security. 

• Access control and visitor tracking to ensure those peoples’ locations are known, and role-

based access control badges to ensure authentication for access to secure areas. 

• RFID-enabled customer loyalty cards to be used by retailers to increase customer recognition 

and service. 

--more-- 
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For more information about the Zebra R3i and R4i UHF RFID Card Printer/Encoders and genuine 

Zebra supplies, please call 800-452-4056 or visit www.zebra.com. 

   

About epcSolutions 

epcSolutions, Inc., headquartered in Virginia, is the leading provider of RFID compliance software to 

the Wal-Mart and DoD supplier community. epcSolutions’ GS1Net3 application platform implements 

the GS1 System, a series of standards designed to improve supply chain management. The GS1 

System includes Bar Codes, eCom (Electronic Data Interchange), Global Data Synchronization, and 

RFID. For more information, visit www.epcSolutions.com. 

 

About Zebra Technologies 

Zebra Technologies Corporation helps companies identify, locate and track assets, transactions and 

people with on-demand specialty digital printing and automatic identification solutions. In more than 

100 countries around the world, more than 90 percent of Fortune 500 companies use innovative and 

reliable Zebra printers, supplies, RFID products and software to increase productivity, improve 

quality, lower costs, and deliver better customer service. Information about Zebra and Zebra-brand 

products can be found at http://www.zebra.com.  
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